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FROM THE 


Minutes of the General Aſſembly 


OF 'T 4 & 


Preſbyterian Church in the United States for the Year 1792. 
May 17th, 1792. 
| "Enz General Aſſembly of the Prefbyterian Church, in the 


United States of America, met, agreeably to adjournment, 
in the Preſbyterian Church at Carliſle, and was opened with a 
ſermon, by the Revd. Mr. Woodhul, the laſt year's moderator.—- 
From 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. I charge thee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who fhall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
bearing, and his kingdom. 5 the word, be inflant in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and 
Aoctrine. Conſtituted with Prayer. 

The Aſſembly then proceeded to the choice of a moderator 
and clerks, and the Rev. Dr. John King, was choſen moderator, 
and the Rev. John Black and Drury Lacy, were choſen clerks. 

The General Aſſembly, proceeded to inquire into the fulfill- 
ment of the miſſions to the frontiers, which had been appointed 
at the ſeſhons of laſt year: when it appeared that Mr. Condict, 
did not execute the appointment which was made. Mr. Boyd, 
by order of the aſſembly, read before them a narrative of the 
manner, in which the miſſion was fulfilled by him, accompanied 
with remarks and obſervations on the ſubjeQs which had been 
recommended to his attention, by the former Aſſembly: on the 
hearing of which, the fidelity and diligence of Mr. Boyd, in the 
diſcharge of the important truſt committed to him, received the 
full approbation of the aſſembly. 

The aſſembly taking into conſideration the importance of con- 
tinuing miſſions to the Frontiers, and the expediency of making 
arrangements for ſecuring permanent advantages to the church 
from thoſe miſhons ; appointed the Rev. Meſſrs. Boyd, Auſtin, 
and M*Millan, with Doctor Tilton, and Mr, M*Lene, a committee, 


to ſuggeſt thole meaſyres moſt proper, in their opinion, for the 


aſſembly to adopt, in order to effect this good purpoſe :—and to 
make report as ſoon as poſſible. 

The ſynods of Virginia and of the Carolinas, having failed to 
to make an official report to the General Aſſembly, of the mea- 
ſures adopted by them reſpectively, for ſupplying the Frontiers — 

| | t 


6 


the United States with the ordinances of the goſpel; On motion, 1 
ordered, that Meſſrs. Graham and Lacy, be a committee, to pre- | 
pare and bring in a written account of the proſecutions of the 

plans which were ſtated to the General Aſſembly laſt year, 

from the ſynod of Virginia, reſpecting miſſions within their 
bounds, And that Doctor M*Corkle, and Mr. Porter, be a com- 

mittee to report ſuch plan as may have been adopted for a fimilar 
purpoſe, with reſpect to the ſynod of the Carotinas. The aſſembly 

do moreover repeat their injunction to thoſe ſynods, to ſend up 

an annual account of the proceedings in the premiſes and of 

their ſucceſs to the General Aſſembly. : | 

The ſeveral Preſbyteries were called upon for their reports, in 
regard to the order of the General Aſſembly upon the ſubject of 
a collection of materials for a hiſtory of the Preſbyterian Church 
in America ; when it appeared that they were diligently engaged = 1 
In the buſineſs referred to them, and that ſatisfactory communi- 
cations reſpecting it might be ready for the next General Aſſem- 
bly :-—Whereupon; ordered, that the ſeveral preſbyteries be 
careful to continue their attention to this ſubje&, and be prepa- | 
red to report upon it to the next General Aſſembly. 

Reſolved—that the Committee heretofore appointed to enquire 
into the ſtate of the ſunds placed in the hands of the. truſtees of 
New-]Jerley college by the ſynod of New-York and Philadelphia 
be continued, and directed to proſecute the objects of their ap- 
pointment and report to the next General Afembly, _ 

An extract from the will of Mr, James Leſly deceaſed ; at- | 
teſted by John Broom and John Bingham executors of ſaid Leſly, 
was introduced and read, and ordered to be recorded on the 
minutes of theGeneral Allembly—and is as follows. 

4 Item. I give and bequeath all the reſidue of my eſtate real and 
| 6 perſonal to the truſtees of the college of New, Jerſey, called Nal- , 

& {au Hall, and to their Succeſſors, to be by the ſaid Truſtees and 

5 their ſucceſſors conſtantly kept at intereſt on good ſecurity : 

and eit is my will that the intereſt ariſing from the ſaid reſidue 
& of my eſtate ſhall be appropriated to the Education of poor and | 
“ pious youth of the preſbyterian denomination, for the work of 
„the golpel miniſtry, and to no other purpole whatſoever : pro- 
| & vided nevertheleſs, that if it ſhould ſo happen that the ſaid in- 
| te tereſt ſhould in any year be more than ſufficient to pay for the 
i | & education of ſuch youth in that year actually educated on this 
9 & fund, then and in that caſe the ſaid Truitees may and ſhall ap- 
& propriate the ſurplus of ſuch intereſt for ſuch year, towards the 
& {ſupport of a miſſionary or miſſionaries to preach the goſpel and 
q * adminiſter its ordinances to the frontier inhabitants of theſe | 
x & United States; if the General Aſſembly of the Preſbyterian | 
„ Church in theſe ſtates ſhall judge it neceſſary to fend miſhona- | 
c ries to the Frontiers in the year in which ſuch ſurplus ſhall ariſe ; 
& and provided that ſuch ſurplus ſhall not exceed thirty Pounds, 
But if the ſaid ſurplus ſhall exceed thirty pounds News York | 
| 55 % currency | 
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t currency, in that caſe my will is that thirty pounds of it only 
«be pproprivtey to the ſupport of miſſionaries as aforeſaid, and 
& that the reſidue of ſuch lurplus be added to the principal ſum, 
& and put out at intereſt with it. And if it ſhall happen that the 
« General Aſſembly of the Preſbyterian Church aforeſaid ſhall 
6 not judge it neceſſary to lend miſſionaries to the Frontiers as 
& aforeſaid, in the year in which ſuch ſurplus ſhall ariſe, then it is 
© my will that the whole of ſuch ſurplus ſhall be added to the Ca- 
i pital or principal ſum and put out at intereſt with it. 


A true Copy, Examined by 


1333 Executor 
JOHN BIN GH AM. „ 


New-York May 7th. 1792. 


The Minutes of the convention of the committee of the Gene- 
ral Af-mbly of the Preſbyterian Church in the United States, and 
of the General Aſſociation of the ſtate of Connecticut, were ta- 
ken into conide ration, an extract of which is as follows, 

“ Conlidering the importance of union and harmony, in 
the chriſtian church, and the duty incumbent on all its paſtors 
and members to aſſiſt each other, in promoting, as far as poſſible, 
the general intereſt of the Redeemer's kingdom; and conſidering 
further, that divine Providence appears to be now opening the 
door {or purſuing thele valuable objects, with a happy peoſpect 
of {uccels. 

This convention are of opinion, that it will be conducive to 
theſe important purpoles— 

That a landing committee of correſpondence, be appointed in each 
body, whoſc duty it ſhall be, by frequent letters, to communicate 
to each other. whatever may be mutually uſeful to the churches 


under their care, and to the general intereſt of the Redeemer's 


Kingdom. 

That each body ſhould from time to time, appoint a committee 
conſiſting of three members, who ſhall have a right to fit in the 
others general meeting, and make ſuch communications as ſhall 
be diretted by their reſpective conflituents, and deliberate on ſuch 
matters as ſhall come before the body; but ſhall haye no right to 
vote, | 

That effectual meaſures be mutually taken to prevent injuries to 
the reſpective churches, from irregular and unauthoriſed preach- 
ers. 

To promote this end, the convention judge it expedient, that 
every preacher, travelling from the limits of one of theſe churches 
into thole of the other, ſhall be furniſhed with recent teſtimonials, 
of his regular ſtanding, and good character as a preacher, ſigned 
by the moderator of the Preſbytery, or aſſociation, in which he 
received his licenſe, or, if a miniſter, of his good ſtanding and 
character as ſuch, from the moderator of the preſbytery, or aſſo, 
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Eiation, where he laſt reſided, and that he ſhall previoufly to hig 


travelling as a preacher into diſtant parts, further receive a re- 
commendation, from one member, at leaſt of a ſtanding committee 
to be hereafter appointed by each body, certifying his good quali- 
fications as a preacher, „%% | 

Alſo, that the names of this ſtanding committee, ſhall be mu- 
tually communicated and alſo that every preacher travelling, and 
recommended as above, and ſubmitting to the ſtated rules of thę 


reſpective churches, ſhall be received as an authoriſed preacher 


of the goſpel, and cheerfully taken under the patronage of the 
preſbytery, or aſſociation, within whoſe limits he ſhall find em- 
ployment as a preacher, And | 

That the proceedings of the reſpective bodies on this report, 


be communicated to our brethren of the congregational and preſ- 


byterian churches throughout the ſtates,” 
Upon mature deliberation, the aſſembly unanimouſly and cor- 


dially approved of the ſaid plan, and to carry the ſame into effect, 


appointed—The Rev. Doctor John Rogers, Dr. John Wither- 
ſpoon and Dott. Aſhbel Green, to be a committee of correſpon- 
donde, agreeably to the ſaid plan: and it is moreover agreed, that 
this aſſembly, will ſend delegates, to fit and conſult with the Gen- 
eral Aſſociation of Connecticut, and receive their delegates to fit 
in this aſſembly, agreeably to another article of the plan, as ſoon 
as due information ſhall be received that it is adopted on the part 
of the General Aſſociation of Connecticut.. ; 
The Revd. Doctor M*Knight, Dr. M*Whorter, Mr. James 
Woodhull, Dr. S. S. Smith, Dr. Aliſon, Dr. Neſbitt, Mr. John 
B. Smith, Mr. Graham, Mr. Lacy, Mr. M*Call, Mr. M*Donald, 
and Doctor M*Corkle, * were appointed a ſtanding committee to 
certify the good qualifications of the preachers travelling to offici- 
ate in the bounds of the aſſociation of the ſtate of Connecticut; 
and it was moreover agreed, that any preacher travelling as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall have atleaſt the name of one of the committee, who 
hall belong to the ſynod, from whoſe bounds he cane. 
Agreeably to the injunction of the General Aſſembly laſt year 


to the ſeveral prefbyteries, on the ſubje& of contributions for the 
purpole of raifing permanent funds, the preſbyteries rendered 


in their reports reſpettively, 
Ordered that the ſynodical reports be brought in and read. 
“The ſynod of New-York and New-Jerley report to the Ge- 
e neral Allembly of the Preſbyterian Church in the United States 
& of America, agreeably to their direction in a letter dated May 
* 25th 1789, that the ſynod conſiſts of five preſbyteries, Albany, 
„ Dutcheſs, Long Ifland, New-York and New-Brunſwick.” 
I. * That the Preſbytery of Albany conſiſts of ſeven miniſters, 
four of whom have paſtoral charges and three have not char- 
© ges 
* By an after order, Revd, Aaron Woolworth, of Long Iſland, was added 
to this committee. 7 „% ac 
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et ges. They have nineteen vacant congregations ten of which 
& are each able to ſupport a miniſter and nine are not yet able and 
*« they have two lecentiates under their care as appears by their 
& report to ſynod, Ne. 1. - IS 
« >, That the preſbytery of Dutcheſs conſiſts of five mmiſters 
four of whom have paſtoral charges and one has no charge. They 
« have four vacant congregations two of which are able each to 
& ſupport a miniſter and two are not able—one of their members 
&« has been removed by death Aug. 24. 1790, as appears by their 
& report to the[ſynod, N. 2. 5 
& g. That the preſpytery of Long-Hand conſiſts of twelve mi- 
< niſters, eight of whom have paſtoral charges and four have not 
« charges, they have five vacant congregations four of which are 
ſuppoſed able each to ſupport a miniſter and one is not yet able, 
ce as appears by their report to ſynod, Ne. g. 5 
4. That the Preſbytery of New-York conſiſts of twenty-two 
&« miniſters nineteen of whom have paſtoral charges, one has the 
et care of the Academy a Hackinſack and two have not charges— 
&« they have fix vacant congregations two of which are able each to 
6 {ſupport aminiſter and four are not yet able—they have one licen- 
et ciate, and one of their members has been removed by death in 
1 October 1790, as appears by their report to ſynod. Ne. 4. 
« g. That the preſbytery of New-Brunſwick conſiſts of fifteen 
& miniſterstwelve of whom have paſtoral charges, one is preſident 
ti and one vice preſident of the college of New-Jerſey and one has 
% no charge—they have ten vacant congregations, one of which is 
ce able to ſupport a miniſter in a ſingle capacity, four in their pre- 
& ſent united ſtate are able to ſupport two miniſters and five are 
te not able, and they have four licentiates under their care, as ap- 
« pears by their report to ſynod, N“. 5j. 


JOHN RODGERS, Stated Clerk of Synod, 


Philadelphia, October 21ſt, 1791. 


* The ſynod of Philadelphia, report to the General Aſſembly 
te of the preſbyterian church, in the United States of America, 
© agreeably to their direction; that the ſynod conſiſts of five 
* preſbyteries : viz. Philadelphia, New-Caſtle, Carliſſe, Lewes 
&- and Baltimore. | | 

* 1. Philadelphia preſbytery, conſiſts of thirteen miniſters 
© eleven of whom have charges and two of whom have not charges: 
& they have five licentiates; nine vacancies, of which ſour are able 
© to {ſupport each a miniſter, three are able in connection to ſup- 
port a miniſter, and two are not able: they have during the 
& year wax diſmiſſed a candidate to join the preſbytery of 
& New-Brunſwick, inftalled one of their members as miniſter of 
* one of their vacant congregations, licenſed one candidate to 
* preach the goſpel, and put calls into the hands of two candidates 
+ which are accepted: they have likewiſe given attention to the 


order 


* 


3 


order of the General Aſſembly, reſpecting contributions. All 
of which will appear by their report to the ſynod, No. 1. 

«2, New: Caſtle preſpytery, confifts of ſixteen members, fifteen 
* of whom have charges and one has no charge; they have five 


* vacancies, three of which are able to ſupporta miniſter ſeparately, 


« and two of which are able in connection to ſupport a miniſter ; 
they have four licentiates; during the year paſt, they have inſtal- 
led one of their members, as miniſter of the united congregation: 
« of | New-Caſtle and Chriſtiana Bridge ; they have likewile ed 
& their endeavours to raiſe contributions for the funds, eſtabliſhed 
« by the General Afﬀembly :—all of which will appear by their 
* report to the ſynod, No. 2. ; e L 
g. Carliſle preſbytery, conſiſts of twenty fix miniſters; twenty 
te two-of whom have charges and four have not charges; they have 
& nineteen eee, which eleven are not yet able to ſupport 
0a miniſter, three taken in connection, are able to ſupport a mini- 
te ter two others taken connettedly are alſo able and three 
cc are able ſeparately to ſupport a miniſter ; they have three licen- 
*tiates ; during the year paſt, they have licenſed one candidate; 
<& they have diſmiſſed one to join the preſbytery of Lexington; the 
« have ordained one to the work of the miniſtry ; they have given 
& ſome attention preſbyterially to the raiſing of contributions for the 


funds of the General Aſſembly, but what has been the effect of 


their meaſures cannot at preſent be aſcertained, —all of which 
„will appear by their report to ſynod, No. g. 1 

& 4, Lewes Preſbytery, conſiſts of five miniſters, allof whom have 
« charges ; they have three licentiates ; they have ſix vacancies, — 
two of which are able in connection to ſupport a miniſter, three 
& others, of which taken connettedly are able to ſupport a miniſter, 
& and one not able: during the year paſt, they have put a call 
e from three of their vacancies into the hands ot one of their can- 
cc didates; they have licenſed two candidates; and two congregati- 
« ons have raiſed contributions for the funds eſtabliſhed, by order 
* of the General Aſſembly, —all of which will appear from their 
& report to the ſynod, No. 4. 3 

* 5. Baltimore Preſbytery, from which they ſynod has not been 
« able te obtain any report; as none of their members have at- 
e tended the ſynod, for theſe two years paſt. | 


Signed by Order of the Synod, | 
WILLIAM M, TENANT, Moderator: 


% 


RET. 2 


4 ; 

£ The Synod of Virginia Report that they conſſt of four Ereſ- 
ct byteries ; viz, Hanover, Redſtone, Lexington, and Tranſylvania? 

« The preſbytery of Hanover conſiſts of ten ordained miniſters, 
* the Revered Meſſrs. John Todd. James Waddell, William Lr- 
vine, John B. Smith, Archibald M*Robert, James Mitchel, 
- Ee . Blair, Drury Lacy, William Mahon and Naſh Le 
& Grand, all ſettled paſtors of particular churches, and they have 
© eight yacant congregations. They have two licenciates who are 
* under the direction of the commiſſion of ſynod, and four candi- 
&« dates, viz, William Cahoon, James Sumer, Samuel Brown, and 
& Moles Waddle. | 


« Redſtone Preſbytery, conſiſts of twelve ordained Minifters, 


e the Rev. Meſſrs. James Finley, John Clark, Joſeph Smith, John 
6e M'Millen, James Power, Thadeus Dodd, James Danko, oſeph 
* Paterſon, James Hughes, John Brice, John M Phrrin and Samuel 
6 Porter, all ſettled paſtors of particular churches, Mr. Robert 
& Finley, an ordained miniſter of Redſtone Preſbytery, has taken a 
5 diſmiſſion in order to go to Kentuckey. Mr. Robert Marſhall, a 
e licenciate of Redſtone preſbytery, is under the care and direction 
of the commiſſion of ſynod, They have alſo two candidates un- 
& der trials, for the goſpel miniſtry, George Hill and William 
*« Swan,—Mr, John Hanna formerly a candidate, is diinufled from 
* trials, They have twenty four vacant congregations, 

The preſbytery of Lexington conſiſts of tenordained Miniſters 
© The Reverend Meſſrs John Brown, William Graham, Archi- 
bald Scott. Edward Crawford, John Montgomery, Benjamin 
« Ervine, William Wilſon, Moſes Hoge, John M*Cue, Samuel 
+ Houſton, all paſtors of particular churches, Mr. Carrick has mo- 
© ved into the bounds of Abington preſbytery ſince the laſt ſynod, 
they have one licenciate, Mr. John Lyle—they have ſix candi- 
* dates—Mefirs, Archibald Alexander, Benjamin Grigſly, Ma- 
* thew Lyle, Thomas Poage, John Campbell, and Mathew Hou- 
* ſton,—they have fix vacancies, No report Was received from the 
© preſbytery of Tranſylvania, ; 

The Synod of the Carolinas report, that they conſiſt of three 
© preſbyteries, viz. Orange, South-Carolina and Abington. 

5+ The prefbytery of Orange conſiſts of 


« 1ſt miniſters who have charges - - 10 
© miniſters without any charge. „ 
% 2d Probationers who have accepted calls - 3 
% probationers who have calls under conſideration 2 
<& gd Probationers without calls. 4 
& 4th Candidates. - - - 5 
& Vacancies able to ſupport miniſters - 7 
** Vacancies not able; to . miniſter - 17 
„The preſbytery of South-Carolina conſiſts of miniſters who 
te have charges. 8 - — 10 
“ Miniſters who have not charges. — 


— : 3 
« 2d Licentiates, 
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| 69 
«24 Licentiates. i ? 1 

& gd Candidates. - = x o : 
* Vacancies able to ſupport paſtors. * 9 

* Vacancies not able to ſupport a paſtor. i 29 

No members from Abington attended nor did any report 
6e reach the ſynod from them. n ee r eee 

| ; Atteſted by 


SAMUEL E. MiCORKLE, Synod Clerk, 
F 


It was ordered, that the following rule eſtabliſhed by the ſy- 
nod of New-York and Philadelphia, in 1704, be publiſhed for 
the information of preſbyteries  ' a a Tit. 

„The ſynod judges that any ſtudent in divinity, who profeſſes, , 
* a defign to enter into the miniſtry, has a right, in our preſent. 
i ſituation, to ſtudy for his improvement, under the direction of 
& any divine of reputation in the ſynod according to a former act: 
« but, that when he propoſes to enter upon trials with a view to 
6 the miniſtry he ſhall come under the care of that Preſbytery to 
«< which he molt naturally belongs: and he ſhall be deemed moſt 
& naturally to belong to that Preſbytery in whoſe bounds he has 
te been brought up and lived for the moſt part and where he is beſf 
«known. But, if another Preſbytery defire that any ſtudent or 
« ſtudents ſhould come into their bounds, or if any ſuch ſtudent 
« or ſtudents for greater conveniency or from any circumſtances. 
6 that make it neceſſary, deſire to enter upon trials, in a different 
6 Preſbytery, upon his offering ſatisfactory reaſons, he may be diſ- 
c: miſſed. But in either caſe, the preſbytery to which he removes, ſhall 
& not receive noradmit him to come under trials upon his having 
& a certificate as a regular church member only, but he ſhall bring a. 
te teſtimonial from the preſbytery or ſeveral neighbouring miniſters 
ic where he lived, recommending him as a candidate for the mini- 

« ſtry of exemplary piety and holineſs of converſation ; nor ſhall 
& any thing leſs be eſteemed a ſufficient recommendation.“ 
On motion, Reſolved, that a catalogue be kept, according to 
ſeniority in the miniſtry, of the names of all miniſters belonging 
to the Preſbyterian church in America; beginning May, 178g, 


the period when the firſt General Aſſembly 'met, and that after 
the deceaſe of any miniſter, his name ſhall be marked with an 
aſteriſm, and oppoſite to it, in a column for that purpoſe, the time 
of his death fhall be ſet down; and in another, the name of the 
Preſbytery to which he laſt belonged. And the names of new 
members ſhall be added, from year to year, when the ſynodical 
and preſbyterial reports ſhall be made. RY 


Agrecably to the above reſolution, ordered , that every rreſby- 


tery belonging to this body, ſhall ſend up te the next General 
Aſſembly, a liſt of all their members with the dates of their or- 
dinations reſpectively. 85 e 8 & 


* 


The 


* 


* 


( i ) L 

The committee appointed to conſider the expediency of anew 
impre ſſion of the Confeſſion of Faith, form of government, and 
diſcipline of this church, reported, that, upon inquiry, they 
found that the demand for this book was -increafing, that there 
were ſtill a conſiderable, tho' not a ſufficient, number of copies 
on hand, that therefore another impreſſion appeared expedient, 
in which if the ſcripture proofs were inſerted at length, it would 
become more acceptable, and might be of greater utility to the 
churches; and propoſed that a committee be appointed properly 
to ſelect and arrange the ſcripture texts to be adduced in ſupport 
of*the articles in the Confeſſion of Faith, form of Government and 
diſcipline, and prepare the ſame, to be laid before the next Gen- 
eral Aſſembly. | | 

Refolved, That Doctor Robert Smith, Mr. Mitchell, and Mr, 
| Grier, be a committee to carry the above into execution. | 

The committee appointed to draught a minute, in conſequence 
of the reports of the ſeveral ſynods and preſbyteries reſpecting 
collections for miſſionaries, and for the ſupport of commiſhoners 
to the General Aſſembly, and for defraying the incidental expen- 
ces of this body, brought in the following, which was approved. 

It appeared from the proceedings of the ſynod of New-York 
and New-Jerſey, and the ſynod of Philadelphia, as well as from 
the preſbyteries, compoſing thoſe bodies, that they had directed 
collections to be made agreeably to the order of the aſſembly, and 
that certain ſums of money ſo collected, had been handed to Mr. 
Snowden, the treaſurer, or were ready for that purpoſe ; but that 
' ſome part had not been as yet ſent forward, From the ſynods of 
Virginia and the Carolinas, it appeared that they ſupported their 
own miſſionaries, agreeably to the direction of laſt year's aſſem- 
bly, and that through miſtake or want of information, one preſby- 
tery only, from thoſe ſynods had made collections, for the pur- 
pole of conſtituting a permanent fund, for the ſupport of commil- 
fioners, It likewiſe appeared to be the wiſh of the brethren 
from that quarter, that the preſbyteries might be allowed to ſupport 
their own commiſhoners, Whereupon, reſolved, 'That the 
monies collected by the ſynod of New-York and New-Jerley, and 
by the ſynod of Philadelphia, for the purpoſe of ſupporting mil- 
fionaries to the Frontiers, and not yet brought in, be, as foon as 
convenient, tranfmitted to the treaſurer. And that ſuch monies, 
as have been collected by preſbyteries, for defraying the expences 
of commiſſroners, be retained by them, and that each preſbytery, 
pay their own commiſſioners for the future, and for attending 
this preſent aſſembly. And in cafe any preſbytery has already 
paid into the hands of the treafurer, money for {aid purpole, the 
treaſurer is hereby directed to return the ſame, 

The committee appointed to bring in a report upon the ſubject 
of Miſhonaries within the bounds of the ſynod of the Carolinas, 


informed the Aſſembly, from the minutes of that ſynod, that they 
have 
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(ca) 
have appvinted a Commiſſion of their body to ſuperintend the | 
faid buſineſs, that they have appointed four miſſionaries at a 


falary of two hundred dollars each per annum, and that they are 
proceeding with unanimity and zeal in the proſecution of that 


important object. 


Whereupon Refolved, that the ſaid report be approved. 
The following propoſition was introduced through the com- 
mittee of bills and overtures, that the General Aſſembly take 
meaſures to bring into diſtinct view, at its different ſeſſions, the 
ſituation of the Preſbyterian Church under its juriſdiction in the 
United States of America with reſpect to the ſtate of Religion 
in the different preſpyteries; the ſtate of religious denominati- 
ons amongſt them, and the moſt probable expedients for revi- 
ving and promoting the eſſential intereſts of Chriſt's kingdom in 
the world. 

Whereupon, reſolved, that it be recommended to each ſynoa 
to enjoin it upon the reſpective prefbyteries' within their bounds, 
to fpecify the above particulars in the annual reports which they 


make of the ſtate of their ay rand churches, to be laid before 


the General Aſſembly at its ſtated meetings. 
A queſtion” from the ſynod of the Carolinas was introduced 


through the eommittee of Bills and overtures, which was as fol- 


lows. — 7 

* Are they who publickly profeſs a belief in the doctrine of 
the nniverſal and actual Salvation of the whole human race, or 
of the fallen angels, or both, through the mediation of Chriſt, 
to be admitted to the ſealing ordinances of the Goſpel ?“ 
The Aſſembly determined that ſuch perſons ſhould not be admit- 
ted. | 
The committee appointed to examine the ſtate of the Treaſu- 
rer's accounts, reported, that they had executed that buſineſs, 
and that they had found in the hands of the treaſurer a-balance of 
£148 5 3 in favour of the General Aſſembly. | 

A report was received from the Committee appointed to bring 
in an account of the proſecution of the plan by the ſynod of Wir- 
ginia reſpecting miſſionaries within their bounds 5 which was 
approved, | 

Upon motion, reſolved, that it be recommended to the ſeveral 
preſbyteries of this church to conſider whether it would be pro- 
per to extend the time neceſſary for young men to apply to the 
ſtudy of divinity before they be taken on trials, to three years at 
leaſt ; and to fend up a report of their opinion with their com- 
mi ſſioners to the next Aſſembly. | | 

On motion, ordered that in future the arrangement of the an- 
nual preſbyterial reports be according to the ſeniority of the con- 
gregations of which each preſbytery is compoſed. : 

The Reverend James M Donald and the Reverend David 


Auſtin, and Mr, liaac Grier, a probationer under the care of 
; Car ſlile 


E 1 


Eearliſle preſbytery, were appointed miſſionaries from this Aſſem- 


bly to the Frontier Settlements, for the ſpace of four Months, to 
commence on the 15th June next. ; * 
Reſolved, that the ſum of gg dollars per month be allowed to 


each miſſionary for his ſervice, and that the treaſurer advance to 


each the ſum of fifty dollars, to be accounted for by them as part 
of their ſalary. e 
A propoſition reſpeRting the propriety and utility of a miſſion 
into the ſtate of Maryland and places adjacent was brought in by 
the committee of overtures and fubmitted. The General Aſlem- 


bly approved of the propoſition, and appointed the Reverend 


John Craighead a miſſionary into thoſe parts, to ſpend twe months 
on that buſineſs, and reſolved that he be allowed the ſame com- 

enſation per month as the miſſionaries before appointed, and 
that the treaſurer advance 25 dollars to be accounted for as part 
of his ſalary. | 

On motion, reſolved, that the river Potowmac be the boun- 
dary line between the ſynods of Philadelphia and Virginia, ex- 
cept the congregation of Alexandria, which ſhall belong to the 
fynod of Philadelphia, 

Ordered that Mr, Monteith ſupply the pulpit at Elizabeth 
Town the 1ſt Lord's day in July: Rev. Mr. Faitoute ad Lord's 
day in july: Doct. Witherſpoon the gd Lord's day in July: 
DoR. Smith Princeſton 4th Lord's day in July and Rev. John 
Smith, Philadelphia, 5th Lord's day in July: and that the preſ- 
bytery of New-York at their meeting on the laſt Tueſday of June, 
do take meaſures, to ſupply the pulpit at Elizabeth Town, the 
whole remaining Sabbaths, if Mr, Auſtin ſhall be abſent on the 
preſent propoſed miſſion, except the laſt Lord's day in September, 
when Dot. Green is appointed to ſupply :—Mr. Gilbert Snow- 
den was appointed to ſupply Mr. M' Donald's pulpit for - fix 
Lord's days :—Dr. M*Knight, do. three Lord's days—Mr, Mon- 
teith, do, five Lord's days and Mr. William Smith, of New- 
Cab le preſbytery do. for three Lord's days—Dr. Wetherſpoon, 
was appointed to ſupply Mr. Snowden's pulpit the third Lord's 
day in June—Dr. S. Smith, the fourth do.— Mr. Woodhull the 
firſt Lord's day in July—Mr, Clark, the ſecond do. Mr. Grant, 
the third do. and Mr, Hanna, the fourth do. 

Mr. Nath, Woodhull, was appointed to ſupply Dr. M'Knight's 
pulpit the fifth Lord's day in July Mr. John B. Smith, the firſt 
Lord's day in Auguſt and Dr. Witherſpoon, the ſecond do. 
Mr. Irwin, of Philadelphia preſbytery was appointed to ſupply 
Mr. Monteith's pulpit the fifth Lord's day in Auguſt, Mr. Ir- 
win's pulpit to be ſupplyed by Mr. Hunter, —Mr. William Boyd, 
the fourth do. Mr. Rice the firſt do. in September Mr. James 
Boyd, the fecond do. Mr. Armſtrong the third do, 
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Dr. Robert Smith, was appointed to ſupply Mr. Wilkant 


Smith's s/pulpit, the fourth Lord's day in'September=Mr. Grier 


the fifth do. and Mr, OT s the firſt.of October. 
Doctor Green, Mr. John B. Smith and Ifaac Snowden, Eſq. 
inted a committee to make extracts from the minutes 


"were" appoi 
5 for publication, and to have 1000 copies publiſhed, and fent to 


the different preibyteries as ſoon as poſſihle. ; 
Reſolved that the next General Aſſembly meet in the ſecond 


Preibyterian Church in Philadelphia, on the third: Thurſday in' 
- May, 1793; at 11 0 Clock A. M. adjourned and | 


Concluded by Prayer, 
JOHN KING, Moderator, 


